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Revival of Religion atMipp.r BOROUGH continued. 


Tried them with Laéfures in public and private ; and en- 

creafed as [fee theirAttention awakened ,from ene public 

J.cQture to twe, belides one or two monthly Meetings : 
Yet novifibleSuccefs. Yet in the Summer Months following, 
there were four or five of theChurch awakened ,who were be- 
fore very blamelefs. There are many among us will dicts 
Gop Lbelieve eternally for the Miniftry of theRév.Mr. Daniel 
Rogers ; whofe Name will be precious with his fpiritual Chil- 
dren. The Rev. M:, Usorhead preach’d in our Skirts 5 ind 
fome were awakened thereby. Some were awakened by aa 
occafional Sermon of the Rev. Mr. Shaw. . 

In the Beginning of OZtaber following, om a Tue/tay U 
propofed 'a Day of Prayer ; and fpake to my Brother Shaw 
for his Afiftance. This was our Errand to the Throne of 
Grace, to afk the Outpouring of the Sprair om this ary 
Fleece. That Week fome of wy lately awakened Brethren 
obtained a vifit from the Rev. Mr. Crocker : they appointe:! 
a Leture for him. the Friday ; which pleafed me to hear « { 
on my Return from my Journey. He preach’d next Vforn 
ing, one cried out : the little Aflembly was ftruck with A» 
and Serioufnefs ; which gave fome Hopes of a Revival. Fir 
promifes a Vifit on Monday ; of this public Notice was giv: 
the next Day, the Sabbath. All thas Day myHearers feem | 
very attentive, and fome Meltings. 

The next. Day being the 23d Day of November, 1741 
Mr. Crocker came. We began about one « He preact,’! 
from Rem. 8.1. This he opened largely > giving the C 
racters of them that were in Curis ; and inter'd the NI 
lery of thofe who found not the Characters iw theovic: 

M. 











oo. ~—— Revival of Religion at MipDLEBOROVGR. 


their being in CuristT ; there was nothing but Condemna- 
tion for them, fhewing what that Damnation was, ec. After 
Sermon there was an Exhortation delivered (.¢) 1 mafy now 
melted cown. After theBic/ing,thePeop'e generally ftayed ; 
till fome cried out with Terror, which flew like Lightning 
into every Breaft ; I fuppofe none excepted. I have written 
Acccunts of feventy-fix that Day ftruck, and bro’: firft to in- 
quire what they fhould do to efcape Condemnation. This 
Inquiry awakened many. There were a Number of Pro- 
feflors of Religion that Day whofe Lamps went out: they 
difcover’d there was no Oil of true Grace in them. 
There were feur Perfons that this Day pong Jeft alone in the 
feveral Houfes to which they belong, were I fuppofe favingly 
awakened that Day, by the Confideration, that they were 
left. After a Stay with the Diftreffed in Public, many fol- 
lowed us Home; Thofe that we had not Opportunity to 
afk openly the State of their Souls and the Reafon of their 
Out-cry, repaired tous. They tell us they fee now what 
they never did before ; their originaJGuilt & a€tualSins,and 
Fear of the dreadful Wrath of the Lorp: This filled them 
with unutterableAngu'fh. ‘They feemed to be ftepping into 
Hell: This drew Trembling Fearand Cries from them. 
‘They complain of hard Hearts, and blind Eyes! That they 
fhould never fee before ! Efpecially Unbelief! O how 
dreadful to give the Gop of Truth the Lye! They now 
complain they can’t believe, find their Hearts full of Enmity 
to Gop, to CHRIST, to his Holinefs, his Word, and Saints. 
Scores, this Day, told me of their Hatred of me above any 
one. But to hear the young People crying and wringing their 
Hands, and bewailing their Frolicking and Dancing, their 
deriding public Reproofs therefor, was affecting.---O how 
heavy now did their Contempt and Neglect of Curist 
appear to them, as the Effect of thefe corrupt Principles of 
Pride, Unbelief and Enmity, and vicious Praéfices of Mirth 
and Jollity. Their Mouths are at once filled with Argu- 
ments to juftify Gop in their eternal Damnation, and con- 
demn thofe Principles and Practices they had been ruled by 
and led into; and this from Scripture. This the peculiar 
Work of the Spirit to convince of Sin and Unbelief. 





(c) This was delivered by Mr. Thacher himfelf ; tho’ he 
modeftly forbore to mention himfelf, and rather chofe 
to give the Names of other Inftruments. 


Well, 
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Well, the next Evening, we had another Le@ure. Tho’ 
an exceffive Rain, yet many came, and the Word was pow- 
erful. Thus the Lorp began to hear, as foon as’twas in 
our Hearts to afk. 

From this Time, there was an uncommon Teacheable- 
nefs among my People : Scarce one Word of Counfe! feem- 
ed loft, or a Sermon in vain. From this Time, they mutt 
have four Sermons ina Week; two Tuefdays, two Thur fdays : 
The Word of the Lond ‘was very precious in thofe Days.----- 
In afew Days from that 23d of November, fo greatly to be 
remembred,there appeared to be above two Hundred awaken’ d - 
and it was fome Days, and Weeks, and Months, before they 
were brought fenfibly to clofe with Curist ; moft of them 
tarried Jong in the Birth: And fo far as I am capable to 
judge, gave as diftinét and clear an Account of their ef- 
poufing to Jesus Curist; the Afeans, his Word of Pra- 
mife and Time, as they could of any Aétion of human Life. 
This not all in the fameManner under the preparatory Work : 
but all come tothe fame e/pou/fing clofng AG ; when they 
were brought out of Darknefs into marvellous Light, when 
the Prifon Doors were opened, their Captive Souls fet free, 
when fet free from the oppreffing Burdens of Guilt they fo 
long bare, when the Lorp led them into the Wildernefs 
and there fpake kindly to them, faying Live. Now they 
underftood what it was to have the everlafting Gates and 
Doors of their Souls fet open, and the glorious King entring. 
How pleafantly affe@ting to hear them tell of theirSuémiffien 
to Gon’s Righteoufne/s, refigning to the Hands of Juitice, 
and how {weetly and fpeedily in aMoment they found them- 
felves inclofed in the everlaftingArms of Mercy |! Who would 
not be encouraged to come to this Submiffion? To hear 
them fpeak of the Glories of the RepEEMER and his 
infinite Fulnefs ; how oft would they break out, Of / we 
are fure, from GOD?’s Word and cur own Experience, ther: ts 
enough for all, every one in the World ! 

/~This awakes Profeffors, very moral and blamelefs inLife, 
f to inquire into their own ftanding : The moft tind they buie 
on theSand,that they lived to themfelves, refted in their Du- 
ties, were meer Hypocrites ; and after a while, they joyiull, 
tell me ; * Ihave found my Feet on the Rock; [ never 
¢ knew what it was to have my Will fubdu’d and Heart 
« changed, and Curist —s tilnow : And new [ know 
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‘¢ Thave the Witnefs in myfelf, and the Spirit in the iu ‘ 
¢ Word »witnefles with my Spirit: (J am fure Religion is : : 
-¢ Real, no Fable, no Delufion! Curist is Meat indeed, i i 
« and Drink indeed : I never knew what Pleafure was be- ra | 
‘€ fore CHRIST gave it me ; and what he hath given is bet- 
“© ter than all-the World.’ Such an Account, | fuppofe, , 
there are more than two. Hundred can give. | 
The’ Work grew daily.; the Numbers were increafed ; 
‘near 170:the following Year, jomed.to the Church. . 


Thus ‘far the-Rev. Mr. Thacher proceeded in his Accoume : 
-for fome Months before he died. And as the Revival of Re- 
_ligion has been fo very remarkable in his Congregation ; it 
is a thoufand Pities and a Lofsto the Publick, that. he did 

snot go onto finifh it. -Forhe was neither inclin’d to £n- 
-thufiajm nor Antinomianifm : but was fully and heartily m 
the Doétrines of the Go'pel as expounded in the Affembly of 
Weflminfler’s foorter and larger Catechi/ms, and Confeffion of 
Faith : Which from their firft py a about 1640 have 
been embraced by the Churches of .New- England as well as 
Scotland, and which he apprehended to be the bef? Expo/ition 
of the /cripture.Doérine, on Earth: And according to the/e, 
which he found agreable-alfo to his own moft clear and fure 
Experience, he thought and. judged of this great Revival. 

It was fo remarkable in his Congregation ; that we have 
been well informed by fome pious Perfons there ; that tho’ 
one of the deadeft Places for Religion in the Land before, yet 
for about eighteen Months after that fudden Breaking forth on 
Nov. 23.1741, the Place became for extraordinary lively 
and continual Praying, Reading, Singing, Preaching, Hear- 
rng and religious Conferences, like a-Heaven on Earth. ‘Thus 
it was to the Tafte of thofe pious Souls who cou’d take a 
vaftly greater Pleafure in holy Exercifes and Difcourfes than 
in worldly -Converfation. To the Relifh-of others, , itwas 
difagreable. And thofe whofe religiousDif{pofitions were not 
fo {trong and lively, were alfo offended ; becaufe they tho’t 
that People minded Religion more than they fhould, and were 
fo much on the Extreme on that Side-as not to mind fo much 
as they fhou’d their earthly Affairs. Tho’ it cannot be ex- 
pected in the prefent State, but that the /nfirmities, Miftakes 
and even Corruptions of humane Nature, as well as Suggeftions 
et Satan, will frequently if not. continually mix with thofe 

‘religious 


a ae ne ae ane LD ah ot. 


fa. i, aa aw 








Letters from the Rev. Mr. Thacher. 93 
religious Ideas, Impreffions and Difpofitions excited by the 
DIVINE Spirit : and by the divine Word with com- 
mon, ferious and impartialOb/ervation, muft we carefully dif- 
tinguifh between the one and the other. 

‘Inftead of Mr. Thacher’s remaining defign’d Account ; we 
now prefent fomeLetters of his : which,tho’ Two were wrote 
before the Revival, end they and fome of the others hint 
at fome Things ‘mentioned before : yet becaufe they 
confirm the former Accounts, breath his pious Spirit, 
and are the 44 Communications we are in this World to re- 
ceive from him, we hope will not be unacceptable to the 
pious Reader. 


A Letter from the Rev. Mr, Thacher of Middleboro’ 


Middleborough, March 30. 1741. 
Rev. Sir; and dear Brother, 


OURS of the 2d Inftant was thankfully receiv’d, with 
that blefled Man of Gon the Rev. Mr. Tenment. We 
are thankful to God and you who fent him into this 
fleepy, fecure and dead Part of the Vineyard. Thad the Pri- 
viledge’' to hearhim five Sermons : at Lakenham, trom thePre- 
digal Son ; in'my own Pulpit, from that Leflon, # was alive 
without the Law once, &c. That Evening he and twelve of 
this Company lodg’d with us. He obferv’d, he hardly ever 
but once in his Life perceiv’d fuch a Flatnefs of Spirit, fuch 
a Straitnefs, as tho’ the Spirit was withdrawn, &¢. But 
*twas a'good Sermon, tho’ not compar’d with that moft ex- 
cellent Difcourfe at Lakenbam ; wherein ir. many Refpeéts I 
never heard Man fpeak like him ; wich fo much Grace, fo 
much of the evident’ Prefence of CHRrist, with inimitable 
Skill dividing the Word. 

I had the Pleafure of his Company to the Rev. Mr. Per- 
hins’s : where I heard three Sermons that Day and in the 
‘Evening : the firft, of the Failor ; the fecond, Luke 13. 
24. the third, All Things are ready, come to the Marriage. 
“Your Charaéter of-him was with Juftnefs of Thought : It 
was high ; yet verily he out-did it. I was compell’d by Pain 
‘to leave him. Peter waited ‘on him to Taunton ; from 
whence he went toBeré/ey ; Since which, have heard ~~ 
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There were fonte few young ones in my Family and Neigh- 
bourhood under Awakenings ; efpecially thro’ God’s Good- 
nefs among myChildren. His Difcourfe in Publick, and per- 
fonal inPrivate was melting tothem. Oh! let your Prayers 
be, that they may all be effectually called, foundly and 
favingly converted. 

Oh Brother and Sifter } T rejoice, Iblefs God with you 
and for you, for the Pledges of Covenant Grace to your 
Children.---My Love, my dearLove to---and Coufin --- and 
----. Let them ftand faft in the Lord, watch and pray : 
They are but putting on theHarnefs : and my dear little --- 
too! Tell her that her Coufin ----- is under Awakenings : 
He leaves his Play for his Book, and his Company for Re- 
tirement. Oh Brother and Sifter! If God gives our Chil- 
dren Covenant-Grace, it’s our beft Portion. I blefs God, 
I hope every one of my Children and my two old Negro Ser- 
vants are under Awakening! Oh! help by your Prayers, 
that they may not be like Felix or Agrippa’s.---Oh ! when 
CurisT girds on his Sword, it /ball conquer. 

This our State withinDoors ; wherein, if I have been freer 
into your Bofoms than you were of yours ; it is but to 
magnify theGrace of God, & to exciteGlories to thatGrace. 
Our State without is fad : more dark than ever. It feemsas 
tho’ God is about to break up Houfe withus. Mr. Tennent 
fays NO ; but to revive his Work, He isgladsto fee the Devil 
fo vexed ; Mays, "Tis a good Sign. ' 

Heartily thank you for your Kindnefs.to our Son ---- who 
came Home under great and deep Impreffions, which feem 
deeper daily : May the Iffue beGlory torichGrace. Thank 
you for every Remembrance in your Prayers. None can 
need them more ; nor we never more than mow. 

lam your affectionate, loving Brother, 
Pever THACHER, 


Middleborough, May 25. 1741. 

Rev. and dear Brother, 
I Thank you for your additional and repeated: Kindnef.---I 
rejoice to hear your Hands are fo full of Harveft-Work : 
But fhould your Heart be fotaken up, as to forget the dry 
Place? 1 wifh you cou’d findLeifure to fend me a particular 
Account of the Succefs of the Gofpel. If it’s too tedious to 
yourfelf ; 
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yourfelf; I humbly beg thé.Favour of my Kinfman: from 
whom I hope to receive, if not a diving, yet a written Epiftle. 

I defire to rejoice to hear that the Lord Chrift is car 
rying on his own Work with fuch a mighty Arm in fo many 


Places: while or notwithftanding it is fe danguifbing among 
our felves. If it be the Dawn of the glorious Sigel‘ Day + 3 i 
truft the wholeEarth fhall foon be filled with theKnowledge 
of the Saviour,except the Places given teSalt : amidft this, or 
confequent foon upon it ; either that dreadful Sentence fhall 
be declared in Heaven, Let him that is filthy be filthy fill ; or 
fome overflowing Scourge fhall be commiffioned to cut off all, 
Old and Young, that have mot the happy Mark of 
bag eer pe 
Dear Sir, Thefe.are my Thoughts of the prefent Time we 

arcin. And from this Thought, I do now moft earnettly 
requeft, you wou’d make all your Intereft te engage the fer- 
vent Prayers of all that have any Intereft in Heaven, 
for a poor, unprofitable Afimiffer, and his fecure and 
hardened People ; that he may be inftrumental ‘to fave 
himfe}f and them’ that hear him, ‘that thete may be the 
Outpouring of the Spirit of Converfion on him‘and his dry 
Fleece. O Sir! This is the greateft Kindnefs you can do ! 
Nothing hath hindred my refigning the Paftoral Office, but my 
being at a Lofs to fix on a Farewel-Sermon, that many Times 

within thefe three, Adonths 1 have' ‘laboured to engage in. 
Qur Divifions {wallow all that’s good. ' 

Amids all my difconfolate Trials, that''yet are ‘lefs than 
mine Iniquities deferve ; I have fome comfortableHopes that 
God is beginning a good Work on many of my Children. 
Oh! who am I, and what is our Father’s Houfe, that the 
Lord fhou’d fpeak Good to our Houfe for a great while to 
come ! While my Children will not be Heirs to the Wealth 
of the World, if he makes them Heirs of the Kingdom ; Oh 
the Praife! In this Covenant is all my Defire. I rejoice 
with you and Sifter and Coufins: To each of whom I fend 
endear’dSalutations. In every Adverfity I am your affec- 
ctionate Brother and Servant. 


PeTer THACHER. 


Thefe were Mr. Thacher’s forrowful Letters before the Re- 


vival: But how furprizing was the Change in bis next, 
as follows, 


Middle- 
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Middleborough, Decem. 11. 1741. 


Dear Brother, 

I Thought not to have wrote to you again till I had Time 

to write a.particular-and large Account of the wonderfub 
Work of Godin bot Maddleborough Precinés ; efpecially in 
ours. Our Frolicks are turned into Prayers and Praifes + 
Drinking- Matches.at leat wholly fufpended | Many Fami- 
lies that were Bethavens, are- now Bethels.} Many fecure 
and hard hearted Sinners, brought to cry out of their Sing 
and Dangers! Tho’ nonein the Time of public Worthip, 
yet as fcon as it is over. My public Leftures twicea Week; 
Tu:fdays and Fridays. They are not fatisfied with one Ser- 
mon: Fill my Houfe after public Service, for a further 
Word: and bleffled be God, 1 have not. yet. fent them 
away without one. 

Yet all is not enough to filenceOppofers. don’t fo much 
wonder.at theInfidelity of common Profeflors, as-atMinifters. 
--Yet I fee not how a Jannes and ‘Jambres can doubt of its be- 
ing the Finger of God: Efpecially upon tittle Children : fome 
not above or fewenYeers ald. Onc laft Night at theMeet- 
ing- Houfe Door I believe wou’d have fallendewn in aSwoon, 
if Lhad not catch’d it immy Arms. 

One Thing I muft'not forget ; I think almoft all the /n- 
dians that attend our Affembhes, are deeply wounded); and* 
many I hope.favingly and wonderfully wrought upom 

Let me beg an Interefk.im your ferventPrayers, that I may 
be faithfal and fkilfal to Souls, and may. be inftrumental to. 
fave. them, and not afterwards myfelf be a Caftaway. 

Your fincerely affectionate Brother. 
Peres FHACHER. 


Hes next Letter was of Dec: 21. 1741. which was inferted 
in our Numb. 52. 
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HE Curistran Hisrory, for 1743, either bound 
or ftitch’d, to be Sold by KNEBLAND andGREEN wr 
Qucenitzect, Bofton. 








